THE NEW RUSSIAN: LEISURE
thought was the most beautiful place of all. Here were
only a few white buildings on the mountain sides, at
the edge of the sea. There were no motor cars in the
place, and no noise at all. A Russian girl went ashore
with me at this place and we bathed in a secluded spot,
swimming on our backs and looking up at the ex-
quisite coast and white buildings and flowers. Here
about a hundred workers spend their holidays, sunning
themselves, reading and eating and drinking.
I could continue this list of memories for a long
time. Each is an illustration of ways in which spare
time is utilised. On the dry hills above Tiflis I watched
about twenty people practising gliding, a dangerous-
looking business undertaken largely by people in the
Red Ak Force and by members of special clubs for the
purpose. Then there are many beautiful theatres
especially for children, in which stage and screen are
carefully combined. I did not see a show in a children's
theatre, for it was the school summer holiday, but I
saw a remarkable one under construction at Kiev.
Another development for children is the Palace of
Pioneers, one of which is now to be found in each big
town* The Pioneers are a vast, Ail-Union organisation
of children between the ages of eight years and
puberty, a kind of recruiting ground for the
Komsomols, or junior members of the Communist
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